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A. Course Description

“Religion” is an important and ubiquitous factor in the global landscape. It does not only influence the
way individuals perceive their worlds, but it also shapes policies of many states. This course exposes
participants to fundamental understanding of religion as a variable in world affairs with a particular
focus on the role of both religion and religious actors in both domestic and international politics.
Designed for an interdisciplinary audience Core and Diplomacy this course draws from readings
touching on a variety of religious traditions like Christianity, Judaism, and Islam; regional settings {e.g.
North America , Africa, and Asia) and cultures. Students from different background are therefore
encouraged to learn from one another and be aware of their own learning.

—

—

B. Course Objectives
By the end of the semester, students should:
• Acquire knowledge and understanding of collective, cultural patterns related to religion, law

•
•
•

and war / conflict;
Develop an understanding of their own articulation of concepts and experiences related to
religion, law and war/conflict;
Improve the skills to analyze complex situations, synthesize information, share knowledge
with others and offer / welcome feedback;
Strengthen the capacity to critically analyze texts and improve the ability to write about the
role of both religion and religious actors in situations of conflict and peacemaking.

C. Course Requirements
25 % of the final grade will be based on a weekly double entry journal (DEJ ) with a 250- to
500-word summary that synthetizes each reading or set of readings. Summaries should not
only present texts’ main ideas, but they should also accurately convey the contents of the texts.
Students will write a weekly double-entry journal on the readings as specified in the class
calendar below. This assignment will provide students with an opportunity to reflect on both
materials and personal insights. Students must post their DEJs on the designated Blackboard
entries.
b) 3 quizzes worth 5% each will be given in the course of the semester ( February 5. March 19,
and April 151. Each quiz is designed to determine your ability to identify the essential points
in the assigned readings.
c) 30% of the course grade will be allotted to the final examination to be taken on May 11
between BiPO and 10:00 a.m. Part of the final examination will include take home questions
which the professor will provide on May 4 and tliie by May 10 on the designated entry on
Blackboard. The essay will require knowledge and intelligent application of the various
readings from the class. Students should not make end ofsemester travel plans without consulting the exam
schedule first.

a)
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d) 20% of the final grade will be based on a 25 minute PowerPoint group presentation (including
a response to another group’s presentation paper). The professor will randomly assign
that will present either on April
students to a five - to six person team — on January 29
22 (A. B. and Cl or 29 (D, E. and FI (Sec calendar below). Each group will have a
corresponding respondent group that will not only read their colleagues’ presentation paper
in advance, but will also present (PowerPoint is optional) in about 10 minutes their reactions
to it immediately after the presentation. A 5- minute general Q / A session will follow the two
presentations.

-

Students of each group arc responsible for choosing a topic and getting it approved by the
professor no later than February 26. In the event that a topic has already been approved ,
students will have to choose a different one.

-

Each group must send their chosen topic(s) in the form of a 1- to 2 page concept note by
email with all the team members’ names and email address The concept note should
include, and not be limited to, a brief description of the current event (issue, group / tradition,
individual, region (s), etc.) related to religion the)' endeavor to examine, a working title, some
research questions, and a preliminary presentation outline.

.

e) 10% of the final grade will be based on class participation. Each person’s input is valuable.
Students should come to class prepared to discuss the readings, even if at times that means
just asking relevant questions about materials one may not have understood. Everyone is
expected to participate regularly. The participation grade depends on both the quality and the
quantity of your participation. Obviously, the most basic form of class participation is regular
attendance.

D. Course Materials
Required Texts
• Alfani, Roger B. Religions Peacebuilding in the Democratic Republic of Congo. New York: Peter Lang
Publishing, 2019.
Popovski, Vcsselin, Rcichbcrg, Gregory M., and Turner, Nicholas. World Religions and Norms of
War.Tokyo, Japan; New York: United Nations University Press, 2009.
• Shah, Timothy Samuel, Stepan, Alfred C, and Toft, Monica Duffy. Rethinking Religion and World
Affairs. Oxford; New York: Oxford University’ Press, 2012.
2. Recommended Texts
• Haynes, Jeffrey. Religion, Politics and Internationa! Relations: Selected Essays. New York: Routlcdgc,
2011 .
• Hunter, Shircen. God on Our Side: Religion in International Affairs. Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield,

1.

•

•

2017.
Jelen, Ted G., and Wilcox, Clyde. Religion and Politics in Comparative Perspective: The One, the Few,
and the Many. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University’ Press, 2002.

E. Class Policies
Electronic Etiquette Policy:
While some continue to debate on the importance and / or flexibility of using laptops and mobile
devises in class, a number of research reveal their negative impacts on the audience’s focus, attention ,
and retention of materials. Although technology offers many benefits, it can also be a source of
distraction for many. Contrary to many beliefs, multitasking is not as efficient as one would have
thought, especially in a learning environment. Daniel Levitin points out in his book The Oigani ed Mind:
Thinking Straight in the Age of Information Overload that:
learning information while multitasking causes the new information to go to the wrong part of the
brain. If students study and watch TV at the same time, for instance, the information from their
schoohvork goes into the striatum, a region specialized for storing new procedures and skills, not
facts and ideas ( 2014, 159).

^
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In this classroom, 1 will strongly discourage the use of personal computers and other mobile devises.
Please make sure that they arc switched off (or on silent mode in the case of cell phones). Only students
with a documented disability for whom typing on a laptop is essential will be exempted from this rule.
(For further reading on the topic, see http: / / www. newyorker.com / tech / elements / the' ease for
http: / / www.wsj.com / articlcs / im - banning-laptops - from my
hanning-laptops in theclassroom

-

classroom 1468184264V

Academic and Professional Integrity Policy:
All forms of dishonest)', whether by act or omission, including, but not limited to, cheating, plagiarism
and knowingly furnishing false information to the University, are prohibited. Intentional disruption
or obstruction of teaching, research or administrative proceedings is prohibited. University sanctions
may extend to suspension and dismissal. Work submitted in course must be the product of the efforts
of the student presenting the work, and contributions of others to the finished work must be
appropriately acknowledged. The presentation of another’s work as one’s own is a serious violations
of the academic process, and it is penalized accordingly. The decision on the appropriate penalty is in
the first instance the professor’s, and it may extend to a failing grade for the course. See University and
School standards for academic conduct here: https: / / www.shu.edu / student life / upload / StudentCode-of -Conduct.pdf
https: / / www.shu.edu / diplomacy / academic-conducc.cfm

Late Assignments
• Late exams and papers, including DEJs and presentations, will be deducted 5 percentage points
for each day they are late.
• Length requirements on papers are mandatory. Papers should be typed in 12 pt. Times New
Roman font with regular 1” margins.
• Assignments (including DEJs) are meant to be individual. No collaborative work on written
assignments is allowed unless permitted. Although students may converse and share ideas, their
final submitted work is expected to be solely theirs.

Policy on incompletes:

lncomplctes will be given only in exceptional cases of emergencies. Students wishing to request a grade
of Incomplete must provide documentation to support the request accompanied by a Course
Adjustment Form (Diplos can find it at the Diplomacy Main Office) to the professor before the date
of the final examination. If the incomplete request is approved, the professor reserves the right to
specif)' the new submission date for all missing courscwork. Students who fail to submit the missing
course work within this time period will receive a failing grade for all missing courscwork and a final
grade based on all coursework assigned. Any Incomplete not resolved within one calendar year of
receiving the Incomplete or by the time of graduation (whichever comes first) automatically becomes
an “Fl ” (which is equivalent to an F). It is the responsibility of the student to make sure they have
completed all course requirements within the timeframe allotted. Please be aware that lncomplctes on
your transcript will impact financial aid and academic standing.

Research papers should utilize one of the Chicago Manual of Style citation formats:
Author-Date or Notes and Bibliography. The guidelines for these formats will be made
available upon request .
DISABILITY STATEMENT: It is the policy and practice of Seton Hall University to promote
inclusive learning environments. If you have a documented disability you maybe eligible for reasonable
accommodations in compliance with University policy, the Americans with Disabilities Act, Section
504 of the Rehabilitation Act, and /or the New Jersey Law against Discrimination. Please note, students
are not permitted to negotiate accommodations directly with professors. To request accommodations
or assistance, please self identify with the Office for Disability Support Services (DSS), Duffy Hall,

-
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Room 67 at the beginning of the semester. For more information or to register for services, contact
DSS at (973) 313-6003 or by e- mail at DSS@slni.edu.

F. Grading Scale

——

95 100 = A
76 79 = C +

—

90 94 = A 73 75= C

—

——

=
=

86 89 13+
70 72 C-

——

=

83 85 13
66 69 D +

=

——

=
=

80 82 1360 65 D

—

0

=

59 F

G. Course Calendar (Subject to change)

Weeks

Dates

Introduction: Some Definitions of Religion
Introduction / Wclcomc and Syllabus Overview
Shah , “ Introduction,” in Shah, pp. 1 -12

Assignments / Comments

Roger B. Alfani, Chapter 1: “General Introduction” in
Alfani, (particularly pp. 9-14)

1

Jan. 15

Recommended:
Shireen Hunter, “ Introduction,” in Hunter, Cod on Our
Side: Religion in International Affairs, Lanham: Rowman
& Littlefield , 2017, pp. 1 -30.

Jelen and Wilcox, “The One, the Few, and the Many,” in
Jelen and Wilcox, pp. 1-24*

* Submit a double-entry
journal (DEJ) on the readings
by January 20 on the
Blackboard (BB)

Emile Durkheim, The Elementary Forms of the Religions Life,
Chapter 1: “Definition of Religion and of Religious
Phenomenon.” pp. 21 -44*

Weeks
2

3

4

Weeks

Religion and War

Dates

Jan. 22

Jan. 29

Feb. 5

Dates

Popovski, “ Introduction,” in Popovski, Rcichberg, and
Turner, pp. 110
Popovski, Chapter 1: “Religion and War,” pp. 11-29

Gregory Richberg, Chapter 6: “Norms of War in
Roman Catholic Christianity” in Popovski, pp.
142-165
Valery Ona Morkevicius, Chapter 8: “ Norms of War in
Prostestant Christianity” in Popovski, pp. 220-255
David Feirahi, Chapter 9: “Norms of War in Shia Islam ”
in Popovski, pp. 282-302

Amira Sonbol, Chapter 10: “Norms of War in Sunni
Islam” in Popovski, pp. 220-255

Just War and Beyond Crusades
Reichberg, Turner, and Popovsky, Chapter 11: “Norms
of War in Cross religious Perspective” in Popovski,
pp. 303-315
Huntington, Samuel. “The Clash of Civilizations?” Foreign
Affairs 12 , no. 3 (1993): 22-49*
Philpott, Daniel. “The Religious Roots of Modern
International Relations,” World Politics 52, no. 2

Assignments / Comments
* Submit a DEJ on the
readings by January 25 on
theBB
* Submit a DEJ on the
readings on the BB by
January 31
* Professor assign students to
a presentation group
* Submit a DEJ on the
readings on the Blackboard
by February 7
Quiz 1

Assignments / Comments

-

5

Feb. 12

* Submit a DEJ on the
readings on the 1313 by
February 14

-

(2000): 206 245*

4

6

Weeks

Feb. 19

Dates

7

Feb. 26

8

Mar. 2 - 7

Wedecn, Lisa. “Beyond the Crusades: Why Huntington,
and Bin Laden, Arc Wrong,” Middle East Policy 10, no.
* Submit a DEJ on the
2 (2003): 54-61*
readings on the BB by
Michael Barnett, “Where Is the Religion?
February 21
Humanitarianism, Faith, and World Affairs,” in
Shah, pp. 165-181
Religion, Identity and Conflicts
Roger B. Alfani, Chapter 4: “What Kinds of Peace?” in
Alfani, (particularly pp. 122-138)

Assignments / Comments
* Submit a DEJ the reading
on the BB by February 28

***CLASS FINISHES AT 12 NOON FOR ASH
WEDNESDAY***
Spring Break
Rajcev Bhargava, “ How Should States Deal with Deep
Religious Diversity?” in Shah, pp. 73 84
Monica Dufy Toft, “Religion , Terrorism, and Civil

-
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Weeks
11

Weeks

12

Mar. 11

Mar. 18

Dates

Mar. 25

Dates

Apr. 1

Wars,” in Shah, pp. 127 148
Wisdom Oghosa Iyekekpolo. “ Boko Haram:
Understanding the Context ,” Third World Quarterly
37, no. 12 (2016): 2211 2228*
Mia Bloom and Hilar)' Matfess, “Women as Symbols and
Swords in Boko Haram’s Terror,” Prism, March 2016,
pp. 104-121*

* Submit a DEJ the reading
on the BB by March 13

Katherine Marshall, “Faith, Gender, and
International Affairs,” in Shah, pp. 182-192

Quiz 2

Interreligious and State Relationships
Shircen Hunter, Chapter 2: “Determinants of Behavior
of International Actors,” in Hunter, pp. 61-91

Assignments / Comments

Roger B. Alfani, Chapter 5: “A Comparative Analysis of
the Catholic, 3cme CBCA, and Arche Churches in
Goma,” in Alfani, pp. 179-193

* Submit a DEJ the readings
on the BB by March 20

* Submit a DEJ of the
readings on the BB by March
27

Religion, Peacebuilding, and Politics
Roger B. Alfani, Chapter 2: “ Religious
Peacebuilding in Goma: A Conceptual
Framework ” in Alfani, pp. 31-63

Assignments / Comments

Haynes Jeffrey, “Conflict, Conflict Resolution and
Peace-Building: The Role of Religion in
Mozambique, Nigeria and Cambodia,”
Commonwealth <& Comparative Politics 47, no.
1 (2009): 52-75*
Brewer, John D., Higgins, Gareth I., andTeeney,
Francis. “Religion and Peacemaking: A
Conceptualization,” Sociology 44 , no. 6 (2010): 10191037*
Daniel Philpott, “What Religion Offers for the Politics
of Transitional Justice,” in Shah, pp. 149-161

* Submit a DEJ of the
readings on the BB by April 3

'

13

Apr. 8

* Submit a DEJ of the
readings on the BB by April
10
*Groups A, B, and C send
their presentation paper to
their respondents.
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Weeks

14

15

Dates

Apr. 15

Apr. 22

16

Apr. 29

17

May 11

Religion and Foreign Policies
Walter Russell Mead , “God’s Country?” in Shah, pp.
247-261

Jeffrey Haynes, Chapter 10: “Religion and Foreign
Policy Making in the USA, India, and Iran,” in
I laynes, Religion, Politics and International
Relations: Selected lissays, New York:
Routledge, 2011, pp. 138-158*
Thomas E. Farr, “America’s International Religious
Freedom Policy,” in Shah , pp. 262 - 278
Group Presentations / Responses:
o Groups A / D, B/E, and C / F

Assignments / Comments
* Submit a DEJ the readings
on the BB by April 17
Quiz 3

*Groups D, E, and F sent!
their presentation paper to
their respondents.

Group Presentations/ Responses:
o Groups D / C, E/ A, and F/ B

***Last Day of Class***
Final Exam
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